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neum, although in his original description (J. A. S. B. 1859, 
p. 414) Blyth described it as being a typical Pellorneum in 
structure. It seems to me to fall more nearly under the genus 
Drymocataphus. On comparing the type of Drymocataphus 
fulvus, Walden (Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, xv. p. 401), with true 
P. tickelli, 1 find that my species cannot be specifically sepa- 
rated. And I observe that Mr. Hume (Str. Feath. 1877, 
p. 59) expresses an almost confident opinion that D. fulvus, 
Walden, = Trichostoma minus, Hume, in which case T. minus 
will also become a synonym of D. tickelli, and not, as I had 
suggested (Blyth, B. Burma, no. 866), of Trichostoma abbotti. 

The figure (Plate X.) of Pellorneum subochraceum, Swinh., 
= Pellorneum minus, Hume, is taken from an example ob- 
tained by Lieutenant Wardlaw Ramsay on the Karen hills ; 
and examples of this species collected by Mr. Limborg above 
Meetan do not differ. 

The figures of Drymocataphus tickelli (Plate XI. f. 1) and 
of Trichosioma abbotti (Plate XI. f. 2) are from Tenasserim 
examples, obtained by Mr. Limborg. 


XL.—WNotes on some Burmese Birds. By Licutenant 
WARDLAW Ramsay, 67th Regiment, M.B.O.U. 


(Plates XII., XIIL.) 


Tue following remarks, which are partly extracts from my 
note-book kept during a three years’ residence in Burma, I 
venture to publish. As Mr. A. O. Hume, in his “List of 
the Birds of Upper Pegu” (S. F. ii. p. 1), and Mr. Oates 
(S. F. in. p. 335) have already contributed copious notes on 
the birds of Burma, derived from various sources, I have 
endeavoured as much as possible to avoid repetition of facts 
which have already been made known by these gentlemen 
and other writers. A few ornithological occurrences have 
come under my notice which I cannot find recorded else- 
where; and some of these may prove of interest to readers 
of ‘The Ibis.’ 
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1%. PALÆORNIS MAGNIROSTRIS. 

Paleornis magnirostris, Ball. 

Far from being a mountain species in Burma, as stated 
by Blyth (J. A. S.B. 1875, extra number, p. 54), it is rather 
scarce in the hills, ascending to no great elevation ; but it is 
found in vast numbers in the plains; at least such is my ex- 
perience in the Tonghoo and Rangoon districts. 

About the middle of October they invade gardens where 
there happen to be guava trees in fruit, by hundreds, and make 
a terrible noise. 


2. PALZORNIS TORQUATUS. 

I only once met with this Parakeet, and then on the lower 
slopes of the Karen hills. It must be rare, although I 
can give no reason for its being so. 


6. PALZORNIS MELANORHYNCHUS. 

Paleornis melanorhynchus, Wagler. 

The allied species which Mr. Blyth mentions (J. A. S. B. 
1875, p. 57), from the Tenasserim provinces, must have been 
founded on females of the common red-breasted Parakeet. 
In a large series of some sixty or seventy specimens from 
India, the Andaman Islands, the Tenasserim provinces, and 
other parts of British Burma, all the females (whose sex has 
been so determined) are in the plumage which Blyth describes 
as that of the allied race, but none of the males, with one 
exception, a black-billed adult, marked “male” by Mr. Lim- 
borg. This specimen being the only adult male with both 
mandibles black out of a very large series, inclines me to think 
that Mr. Limborg’s determination was incorrect. From 
Blyth’s statement (p. 58) it would appear that he had never 
seen males of his allied race; for he surmises that the male 
will be found to possess a coral-red maxilla. 


12. TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUS. 

The Kestrel is very abundant in Karen-nee, where the 
rocky precipices afford it good nesting-places. It is by no 
means common in the plains. 


* The numbers are those of Blyth’s Catalogue (J. A. 5. B. 1875). 
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14. POLIOHIERAX INSIGNIS. 

Poliohieraa insignis, Walden, P. Z. S. 1871; p. 627. 

This beautiful species is rare at Tonghoo, whence the type 
came. I only once met with it during a space of two EP 


20. SPILORNIS CHEELA. 

The Crested Serpent-Hagle is a very common bird in 
Burma; its melancholy whistle may be heard in every jungle 
on the plains. Nearly all that I have killed have had the 
remains of snakes in their stomachs. At the Andaman 
Islands I killed a specimen of Spilornis elgini, which was 
sitting on a mangrove stump in a tidal swamp. It had tried 
to swallow a snake, but apparently had failed ; for about four 
inches of the snake’s body was hanging out of its mouth, 
whilst the part which had passed into the stomach was almost 
digested. 


ACCIPITER NISUS. 

I only once obtained the European Sparrow-Hawk at 
Tonghoo. Mr. J. H. Gurney and Lord Tweeddale have seen 
the specimen and confirmed my identification. It is appa- 
rently an old female. 


45. MILVUS GOVINDA. 

The Pariah Kites are only found in Tonghoo during the 
dry season, arriving at the termination of the rains, and 
leaving at the first burst of the next south-west monsoon. 

I regret that, not having preserved specimens, I am unable 
to say whether I am right in referring the Tonghoo bird to 
M. govinda, Sykes. 


58. ASIO ACCIPITRINUS. 
1 obtained one specimen of the Short-eared Owl at Tonghoo. 


59. ATHENE CUCULOIDES. 

Very common in most parts of the plains that I have visited, 
especially at Rangoon. Its note is sometimes not unlike that 
of Xantholema hemacephala. 


68. DICHOCEROS BICORNIS. 
(Burmese “ Ouk-chin-gyee.’’) 
The large Hornbill is very common in the Tonghoo district, 


on some Burmese Birds. 455 


and found in pairs or parties of five or six, but frequently in 
considerable flocks. Its hoarse croak may be heard at a dis- 
tance of more than half a mile. At a place called Hmon, 
on the Sittang river, in January 1874, I found it very 
abundant and, for a wonder, very tame, so that I was able to 
secure seven fine specimens in the course of an hour by 
waiting under a large banyan tree, to which the birds were 
continually coming to feed on the ripe fruit. Some of the 
birds I shot had seven or eight banyan fruits clasped between 
the mandibles on either side. This tree was also the resort 
of numbers of Crocopus viridifrons, of which more than a. 
dozen fell to my gun within the hour. 

At Tonghoo, towards the end of the hot weather (April), 
these birds pass over the cantonments in straggling flocks 
every morning and evening, going to and returning from 
their feeding-grounds. I have frequently seen forty or fifty 
of this species ina single flock.  . 

The iris of the male is lake-red, that of the female greyish 
white, and of an immature male brown. 


69. HYDROGISSA ALBIROSTRIS, 

The Pied Hornbill is extremely common, but never seen 
in such large parties as the last species, with which it some- 
times, but rarely, associates. 

I kept a pair alive for many months at Tonghoo: they 
used to fly about the house and garden, and frequently would 
alight on the shoulder of a small native boy who was in the 
habit of feeding them. They were extremely partial to dead 
snakes. On one occasion I found them on the ground, each 
trying to swallow the same snake, one at the head and the 
other at the tail. The usual method of procedure, however, 
was to munch the snake until it was reduced to a suff- 
ciently ragged and pulpy condition to admit of its being torn 
into small pieces and so swallowed. 


. RHYTICEROS SUBRUFICOLLIS. 
Buceros subruficollis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xu. p. 177. 
This is a local but, where found, abundant species. These 
birds are to be seen in the same manner as D. bicornis, but 
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in far larger flocks, flying to and returning from their feeding- 
places at dawn and dusk. One of my specimens (immature), 
from its large size, may be R. undulatus (Shaw) (Buceros ru- 
ficollis, Bl., J.A. S. B. xii. p. 176), which appears to differ 
from the present bird only in its slightly superior size, and in 
having when adult a ribbed plate on either side of the base 
of the mandible, which does not exist in the immature bird. 

An old Burman one day brought me a lump of earthy 
composition which he had taken from the nest-hole of a 
Hornbill, and told me that he had been attracted to the nest 
by seeing the bird thrust out its bill and snap at a large 
iguana which was running up the tree. The Burmese have 
an idea that the plaster which the birds use for shutting 
up the entrance to their nest-holes is made of earth brought 
from the four quarters of the globe and mixed with a gum 
extracted from trees. This composition is much thought of 
for its supposed medicinal. properties; but in what way it is 
used I was unable to discover. The Burmese have endless 
legends about the Hornbill; and in their poetry and plays the 
name is continually occurrmg. The female Hornbill is re- 
garded by the Burmese as the model of virtue. Iris (d); 
lake ; bill greenish white, with ridges cream-colour and fur- 
rows earthy ; base of bill and ribbed part of maxilla vinous 
brown ; facial skin and a rim round the eye also vinous brown, 
but brighter ; eyelids pale greenish ; skin of the throat bright 
lemon-yellow ; legs black. 

The female has the gular pouch turquoise-blue. 


75. CARCINEUTES PULCHELLUS. 
In the Madras Museum is a specimen labelled “ Burmah ” 
which has the rufous collar nearly half an inch broad. | 


78. HALCYON PILEATA. 
Extends only a very short distance up the Sittang from the 
sea; it is unknown in the Tonghoo district. . 


79. HALCYON COROMANDA. 

1 never saw the Ruddy Kingfisher in the Tonghoo district ; 
but the late lamented Lieut. Colonel Lloyd, who has con- 
tributed so largely to our knowledge of Burmese birds, ob- 
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tained specimens in the hills, which, unfortunately, were lost, 
together with a valuable collection, in transit to Lord Tweed- 
dale’s residence at Chislehurst. 


83. ALCEDO BENGALENSIS. 

I found a nest in the side of an old well in some thick 
jungle near Rangoon, at about five feet from the surface ; it 
contained seven eggs. 

A specimen shot at Tonghoo in October has a broad but 
faint pectoral band of dull blue feathers. 


88. EURYSTOMUS ORIENTALIS. 

I never saw this bird in Burma until the month of April 
1875, when descending the western slopes of the Karen hills, 
at an elevation of about 700 feet. I afterwards found them 
common at about 2000 feet. The birds may, however, be 
considered generally scarce. 


94. MEGALÆMA MARSHALLORUM. 

This large Barbet is very common in the Karen hills, and 
very noisy, keeping up its call almost incessantly during the 
night at certain seasons. Iris hair-brown ; bill dull yellow, 
tinged with green, culmen blackish; legs dusky green. 


‘96. MEGALÆMA ASIATICA. 

98. MEGALÆMA RAMSAYI. 

Megalema ramsayi, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, xv. 
p. 400, June 1875. 

These two species are very common in the hills, where they 
take the place of M. hodgsoni, so abundant in the plains. 


104. ALOPHONERPES PULVERULENTUS. 

This large Woodpecker is extremely common in the wooded 
country between Tonghoo and the Pegu Yoma range. Ihave 
seen as many as twelve in one tree. Gecinus erythropygius 
also has a habit of gomg about in flocks; for I have seen as 
many as nine or ten following one another out of a tree, after 
the manner of the Chatterers (Garrulaz). 

The Slaty Woodpecker is found up to a considerable ele- 
vation in the Karen hills, unlike Thriponax crawfurdi, which 
I have never seen except on the plains. 
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131. YUNX TORGUILLA. 
Arrives in October, and remains throughout the cold season, 
both in the hills and plains. 


185. CUCULUS CANORUS. 

The European Cuckoo is abundant on the open tableland 
of Karen-nee, but, as far as I know, does not occur in the 
plains. Mr. Hume, however, has received it from Prome 
(S. F. in. 78). 

138. CACOMANTIS RUFIVENTRIS. 

The Rufous-bellied Cuckoo is a very common bird in the 
plains and at moderate elevations in the hills. In Karen-nee it 
is especially abundant. In nearly every garden in Tonghoo 
a pair of these birds are to be found. The note is a long 
mournful whistle, which is kept up throughout the day and 
sometimes the greater part of the night. 


140. CHRYSOCOCCYX MACULATUS. 

A specimen obtained in the Karen hills at 4200 feet has 
the whole throat, neck, and part of the breast uniform emerald- 
green like the back. 


141. CHRYSOCOCCYX XANTHORHYNCHUS. 

Iris lake-red. Bill dull orange, reddish at base mi gape. 
The rim round the eye vermilion. Legs dull olive-green. 

Karen-nee, 1600 feet, March 1874; this locality is not 
given in Blyth’s catalogue. 


144. COCCYSTES JACOBINUS. 
Does not occur as far as I know to the eastward of the Pegu 
Yoma range. 


169. MACROPTERYX CORONATUS. 

The following is a description of a young bird shot near 
Tonghoo :—Plumage above shining dark green, with a faint 
trace of ashy on the head and back; primaries tipped with 
white; tertiaries greyish, broadly tipped with white; throat, 
cheeks, and some of the tips of the feathers of the back of 
the neck ferruginous; crest dark bottle-green, tipped with 
rusty white; lower surface ashy, with the feathers dark at 
the tips. i 
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155. LYNCORNIS CERVINICEPS. 

This fine Nightjar is plentiful in the Pegu Yoma hills, 
where I obtained a considerable series during a march from 
Thyetmyo to Tonghoo. Whenever the camp was pitched on 
a cleared place of any size in the jungle, they were sure to be 
seen at dusk. 


163. ACANTHYLIS GIGANTEA. 

The specimens which Major Lloyd sent to Lord Tweeddale 
were obtained in the Karen-nee hills, far beyond the British 
boundary. I have never seen this Swift in the Tonghoo 
district. 


171. Corvus sPLENDENS. 

Corvus insolens, Hume (S. F. ii. p. 480). 

The common Burmese Crow seems to me to have every right 
to specific distinction; but many ornithologists, Mr. Blyth 
and Lord Tweeddale among others, have considered it merely 
a melanoid race of C. splendens. ` i 


174. DENDROCITTA HIMALAYENSIS. 

I obtained two eggs of this species at an elevation of 4200 
feet in the Karen hills on the 16th April 1875. 

The eggs are described by Mr. A. O. Hume at page 424 
of his * Nests and Eggs of Indian Birds.” 

This species is universally distributed in the hills. The note 
sounds as 1f the bird first cleared its throat and then whistled 
a long note through its nostrils. 


175. CRYPSIRHINA VARIANS. 

Common at Tonghoo and Rangoon. It is very fond of 
sitting on the telegraph-wires or on the dead branch of a tree, 
from which it darts at insects like the Bee-eaters. 

The irides are pale blue. 


176. CRYPSIRHINA CUCULLATA. 

Having never in the course of two years’ careful observa- 
tion met with this bird in Burma to the eastward of the Pegu 
Yoma range, I was under the impression that it did not 
cross that range, but I find a skin sent by Major Lloyd from 
Tonghoo in Lord Tweeddale’s collection. This specimen, 
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after all, may have been shot in the Thyetmyo district, where 
it is very common; for Major Lloyd had natives collecting 
in several parts of Burma. 


180. GARRULUS LEUCOTIS. 

Garrulus leucotis, Hume, P. A. 8. B. 1874, p. 106. 

This beautiful species is a common bird in both the hills 
and the plains of the Tonghoo district. I first met with it 
in Karen-nee, not far from the Salween river, at an elevation 
of about 3500 feet, 100 miles north of where it was ei dis- 
covered by Mr. Davison. 


178. UROCISSA MAGNIROSTRIS. 

Psilorhinus magnirostris, Blyth (J.A. S. B. 1846, p. 27). 

1 have compared a very large series of this bird from 
Burma with nearly as large a series from the Himalayas. 
Although many of the Burmese specimens have the enormous 
bill on which Blyth chiefly founded the species, several fine 
specimens from exactly the same localities have the bill quite 
as small, if not smaller than Himalayan examples. 

The only constant point of difference between the Burmese 
and Indian birds is in the colouring of the bill, feet, and irides, 
as pointed out by Mr. Hume on Captain Feilden’s authority 
(S. F. i. p. 145). 

Mr. Blyth, in his original description of U. magnirostris, 
states that it has the wing more richly coloured than U. occi- 
pitalis; but I have seen a good specimen of the latter bird 
with plumage in all respects as fine as the best of my Bur- 
mese skins. 


181. EULABES INTERMEDIA. 

Very common in the Tonghoo district, extending far into 
the plains. Mr. Hume says that Mr. Oates (S. F. iii. p. 152) 
doubts whether it occurs in the plains on the Thyetmyo 
side. . 


186. AcRIDOTHERES SIAMENSIS. 

Acridotheres siamensis, Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 303. 

This is the only representative of the genus that I found 
on the Karen-nee plateau. 
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197. SARAGLOSSA SPILOPTERA. 

This bird is tolerably abundant on the thickly wooded 
slopes of the Karen hills, where it is generally found in small 
flocks. 


ESTRELDA FLAVIDIVENTRIS. 

Kstrelda flavidiventris, Wallace, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 495. 

Estrilda burmanica, Hume, S. F. iv. p. 484, 1876. 

Specimens from Burma are absolutely identical with ex- 
amples from the islands of Flores and Timor. 1 have com- 
pared birds shot at various seasons in Burma with a large 
series of Mr. Wallace’s skins in the British Museum and in 
the collection of Lord Tweeddale. 

The Yellow-bellied Red Waxbill is very locally distributed 
in Burma, but, where found, always common. I found it 
especially so at Yey-tho, near Rangoon, on the Prome road, 
in some parts of the Pegu plain, and again on the Karen-nee 
tableland. I have unfortunately no specimens from the latter 
country; so that I am unable to say to what species they 
may belong. 

Specimens from Saigon are a little smaller than Indian 
birds, but otherwise identical. 


212. CARPODACUS ERYTHRINUS. 

The Rose-Finch is found in flocks in the bamboo jungles 
that have run to seed. In the month of April 1874 I found 
them particularly abundant at between 1000 and 2000 feet 
in the Karen hills. 


213. EUSPIZA AUREOLA. 

These Buntings are found in vast flocks during the cold- 
weather months. On the Pegu plain in December 1873 they 
were spread over the ripe padi-fields in such countless numbers 
that men or boys had to be kept incessantly on the look-out 
to scare away the birds that alighted. Hach look-out man 
was posted on a raised platform of bamboo, and was provided 
with a sling and a basket of stones. I have seen these slings 
used with great effect, several birds being killed by the dis- 
charge of a single stone. I saw a boy killa Heron (Ardea 
cinerea) with a stone from one of these slings. At the end 
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of February 1876 I found these birds very numerous in a 
seeding bamboo jungle near Pegu. 

They migrate northwards in April, soon after the com- 
mencement of the hot weather. 

In Karen-nee they are also common. 


214, EMBERIZA RUTILA. 
The common Bunting of the higher Karen hills, but also 
found, but rarely, in the plains of the Tonghoo district. 


216. EMBERIZA PUSILLA. 
Also common enough at all elevations. I obtained a spe- 
cimen in the Andaman Islands in March 1873. 


217. MELOPHUS MELANICTERUS. 

I found the Crested Bunting very common in the Karen 
hills up to 3000 feet, particularly so on the Karen-nee plateau 
in March 1874. This is by far the commonest Bunting in 
the Karen-nee country, where the rocky scrub-covered hill- 
sides seem to suit it. Itis particularly fond of the neigh- 
bourhood of tiny streams covered over with bushes in the 
open country. Their note, which is uttered on the wing, is 
a rather pleasing whistle, quite unlike that of any other 
Bunting. 


230. MOTACILLA LUZONENSIS. 

The White-faced Wagtails arrive in Tonghoo in the early 
part of September, and are then found in considerable flocks 
on the parade-ground and other open spaces; but after a few 
days they disperse, and are then invariably to be seen in 
pairs, male and female, about the rocks and houses. At this 
period the male has the head and upper parts black ; whilst in 
the female the head is black or grey, or mottled with both 
colours, but the back always ashy. On examining a very 
large series, of which the sexes have all been carefully ascer- 
tained by myself, it appears that in the months of September 
and October, although the head of the female is liable to 
variation in colour, yet its back is invariably ashy, whilst 
that of the male is black. By the end of the year the head 
of the female is always grey, of the same colour as the back ; 
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but that of the male is still black, whilst the black of the 
back becomes mottled with grey in some specimens. 

It leaves Burma in April, before the commencement of 
the rains. 


MOTACILLA ALBA. 

Lord Tweeddale identified two of my Wagtails as M. duk- 
hunensis; but I am unable to detect them in my collection. 

Indian examples seem difficult to separate from Motacilla 
alba of Europe. Blyth remarks (Ibis, 1865, p. 49) of this 
Wagtail, “ Like the European M. alba, but somewhat larger, 
and with considerably more white on the wings.” Specimens 
from Spain and Asia Minor, in both summer and winter 
plumage, have the wing quite as white as examples from 
Ahmadnagar. 


238. HYDRORNIS OATESI. 

Hydrornis oatesi, Hume, S. F. 1. p. 477. 

A common enough bird in the hills. It is perfectly fear- 
less. I have had one hopping about on the ground quite 
close to me, and turning over the dead leaves in the most 
unconcerned manner. It is usually found in the evergreen 
forests. 


246. PETROCOSSYPHUS CYANEUS. 
Arrives in Tonghoo about the middle of October. 


247. OROCETES ERYTHROGASTER. 

The Chestnut-bellied Thrush must be added to the Cata- 
logue of the ‘ Birds of Burma’ as I obtained a specimen from 
the hills in January 1876. 


255. OREOCINCLA DAUMA. 
Both this bird and O. mollissima occur at Tonghoo and in 
the hills. I obtained it at 5000 feet in April. 


263. CYANECULA SUECICA. 
I obtained two specimens in the Pegu plain in December 
1878. i 


313. GARRULAX PECTORALIS. 
The commonest Chatterrer of Karen-nee, where I never 
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saw or shot G. belangeri or G. moniliger. I have not observed 
the former to the eastward of the Tonghoo hills. I obtained 
a nest of fledglings in March in Karen-nee. 


316. TROCHALOPTERON MELANOSTIGMA. 

Trochalopteron melanostigma, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv. p. 268. 

This bird was very abundant in Karen-nee at 5000 feet. 
A native bird-catcher snared more than a dozen for me one 
day in a few hours, besides specimens of Turdus sibiricus, T. 
pallidus, Oreocincla mollissima, and .Sibia picaioides, using as 
his bait the larvæ of some insect. In some specimens the 
ferruginous-chestnut-colour of the throat and breast is con- 
tinued over the whole of the lower surface. 


817. ACTINURA RAMSAYI. (Plate XII.) 

Actinura ramsayi, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, xv. 
p. 402. 

I found this bird frequenting the jungle-covered mountain- 
streams in the open country of Karen-nee, at an elevation 
of about 8000 feet; but I did not subsequently meet with it. 


325. LIOPTILA SATURATA. l 
Leioptila saturata, Walden, Ibis, 1875, p. 352. 
Only observed at between 5000 and 6000 feet in Karen-nee. 


328. LIOTHRIX STRIGULA. 
Obtained on Nat-toung, about 40 miles north-east of Shuay- 
gyeen, at an elevation of 7000 feet, in April. 


890. LIOTHRIX ARGENTAURIS. | 

I found the Silver-eared Hill-Tit very common in the Karen 
hills at a height of 2000 feet and upwards, generally dodging 
about in low scrub-jungle, but sometimes jumping about on 
trees, like the true Tits. 

1 have always found that the females differ from the males, 
as stated by Hodgson (conf. Jerd. ii. p. 252) in having the 
upper tail-coverts yellowish brown instead of red. 


339. MELANOCHLORA SULTANEA. 
On one occasion, whilst trying to secure a wounded female 
of this species which was fluttering over the ground, I was 
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most savagely attacked by the male bird. ‘This species 
is very common on the lower slopes of the Karen hills and 
also on the Yoma hills. 


SITTA MAGNA. 

Sitta magna, Wardlaw-Ramsay, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 677. 

Described from a single specimen obtained by my collector 
during an expedition from Tonghoo to Karen-nee in January 
1876. The bird described and figured is a female, not a male, 
as stated, by a printer’s error, in the original description. 


349. POMATORHINUS OCHRACEICEPS. (Plate XIII.) 

Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps, Walden, Ann. & Wes N. H. 
ser. 4, xii. p. 487. 

Generally distributed in the hills, but not nearly so com- 
mon as the following species. 


850. POMATORHINUS LEUCOGASTER. 

All my specimens belong to an apparently distinct race; 
in fact they are more nearly allied to P. olivaceus, Blyth, 
from which they differ in having the lateral breast-feathers 
and flanks ferruginous chestnut, as in P. leucogaster, Gould, 
and P. schisticeps, Hodgson, and in having a broad demi- 
collar of the same colour, formed by the neck-spots extend- 
ing across the nape. In specimens of P. olivaceus there is, 
as Mr. Blyth points out (J. A. S. B. 1847, p. 451), a rufes- 
cent tinge on the nape; but the ferruginous flanks alone im- 
mediately distinguish my birds from that species. 

Lord Tweeddale has named my Karen-hill birds in his Col- 
lection P. nuchalis. 

This species is by far the commonest of the Scimitar Bab- 
blers in the Karen hills. Itis very skulking in its habits. 
I have often had to wait a considerable time before I could 
even get a sight of one of these birds in a bush in which I 
knew it to be. 


354. POMATORHINUS MARIÆ. 

Pomatorhinus marie, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, 
xv. p. 403. 

This species, if not absolutely identical with P. albigularis, 
SER. IV.—VOL. I. 2K 
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Blyth, is very closely allied, judging by the description of 
the latter (J. A. S. B. 1855, p. 274). 


POMATORHINUS OLIVACEUS. 

Pomatorhinus olivaceus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. 1847, p. 451. 

This species has been recently obtained in Tenasserim by 
Mr. Limborg. 


379. CRATEROPUS GULARIS. 
Occurs only on the western side of the Pegu Yoma range. 


385. PRINIA FLAVIVENTRIS. j 

This species is particularly common about Monkey Point, 
near Rangoon, where I found its nest. It does not, I think, 
ascend the hills, where it and P. gracilis seem to be re- 
placed by P. beavani, Wald., and P. hodgsoni, BL. 


428. HIRUNDO TYTLERI. 
The Rufous-bellied Swallow was common in the plains of 
Karen-nee, associating with H. rustica. 


430. HIRUNDO FILIFERA. 
Occurs at Tonghoo. 


444. 'TCHITREA AFFINIS. 
f only once observed the Paradise Flycatcher in the Karen 
hills, and never in the plains of the Tonghoo district. 


450. LEUCOCERCA ALBICOLLIS. 
Plentifully distributed in the hills, and generally near 
densely wooded streams. 


457. Tors VIRIDESCENS, Blyth. 

462. ALCURUS striatus, Blyth. 

465. Ixus BLANFORDI, Jerdon. 

466. Ixus FLAVESCENS, Blyth. . 

These four species are extremely common in the Karen 
hills, and are generally found in small flocks. 


464. Ixus ANNECTENS. | 

Ixus annectens, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, xv. 
p. 401 (June Ist, 1875). 

Ixus davisoni, Hume, S. F. in. p. 801. 
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Lord Tweeddale described this bird from a single specimen 
which I obtained at Monkey Point, near Rangoon. So far as 
I can ascertain, his description was published several months 
before that of Mr. Hume, although the number of ‘Stray 
Feathers’ in which the latter appears bears the publishing 
date of May. 


471. RUBIGULA FLAVIVENTRIS. 

This species is very common in the plains, and also in the 
hills up to a moderate elevation. I found a nest containing 
two eggs in April at the foot of the Karen hills; but they 
were unfortunately either lost or broken in transit; so I am 
unable to give a description of them. 


480. [RENA PUELLA. l 

The Fairy Bluebird never occurs in the Karen hills, except 
on their western slope, according to my experience. There- 
fore it would appear from this fact, and the statement of Mr. 
Oates (quoted in S. F. iii. p. 181, line 13), that it is confined, 
in Northern British Burmah, to the valley of the Sittang 
river and the adjacent slopes of the Yoma and Karen hills. 

I observe, however, that (p. 130) Mr. Hume has examined 
specimens from Thyetmyo. 


48l. ANALCIPUS TRAILLI. 
In the hills only, at 2000 feet and upwards. 


511. DUCULA GRISEICAPILLA. 

Ducula griseicapilla, Walden, Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 4, 
xvi. p. 228. 

Iris greyish white; orbital skin greyish brown; bill red- 
dish plum-colour, whitish at the tip. 

Confined to the higher parts of the Karen hills, where I 
found it very difficult to obtain. 


514. ALsocoMUS PUNICEUS. 

This is a most stupid and easily obtained Pigeon near 
Tonghoo. In a grove of trees where they happen to be feed- 
ing, any number may be secured ; for they will return almost 
immediately to the same spot from which they have been 

2K 2 


468 Lieut. Wardlaw Ramsay's Notes 


disturbed by a shot, and will freguently alight on a branch 
within a few yards of the firer's head. 

Iris bloodshot-amber; orbital skin purplish pink; legs 
and feet carnation. 


521. MACROPYGIA ASSIMILIS. 

Macropygia assimilis, Hume, S. F. ii. p. 441. 

Affects bamboo and other low jungle. I found it most 
numerous on the western slope of the Karen hills, and gene- 
rally solitary in its habits. 


522. MACROPYGIA TUSALIA. 

I found a nest containing two white eggs at 4000 feet in 
the Karen hills on the 18th March. The eggs measured 
roughly 14 by 1:0 inch. 

Iris white, surrounded by pale lilac; orbitel skin grey, 
with an inner rim of purple round the eye; bill blackish ; 
legs purplish pink. 

528. GALLUS FERRUGINEUS. 

(Burmese, “ Tau-kiet.’’) 

I took eleven eggs from a nest in Karen-nee on the 14th 
March. The eggs were simply laid in a small hollow scratched 
out by the bird under a fallen branch. 


532. WRANCOLINUS SINENSIS. 

(Burmese, ‘ Ka.’’) 

This bird, although unknown in the plains of the Tonghoo 
district, is very abundant in the Karen-nee, and also in the 
Thyetmyo district to the westward of the Yoma. In the hills 
it frequents the sides of rocky hills and other inaccessible 
places. Its whereabouts may always be known by its extra- 
ordinary call, which it is continually uttering, and which may 
be rendered on paper by the syllables kuk, kuk, kuich, ki-ka. 

The flesh of this Francolin when cooked in the ordinary 
way is singularly tasteless. 


552. CHARADRIUS FULVUS. 

The Eastern Golden Plover arrives in Burma about the 
middle of September, but does not remain very long after the 
termination of the rainy season. 
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560. GLAREOLA ORIENTALIS. 

Towards the end of April, in both years that I was on 
the frontier of British Burma, these Pratincoles came into 
Tonghoo in large numbers for a few days on their way 
northwards. They might be seen every evening at dusk 
hawking after insects among the houses on the river-bank. 


561. GLAREOLA LACTEA. 

The Small Pratincoles breed in great numbers on the sand- 
banks of the Sittang in April and May, just before the 
rains commence. In the year 1875 the change of the mon- 
soon took place nearly a month before the usual time, and 
consequently the sandbanks, on which were lying hundreds 
of eggs of this bird, Seena aurantia, Sternula javanica, and 
Rhynchops albicollis, were covered with water, and in a few 
days every egg was swept away. 


570. LimMosa #GOCEPHALA. 
I only once saw this Godwit in Burma. It is a rare bird, 
according to my experience, at Tonghoo. 


583. RuYNCHZA BENGALENSIS. 

On the 14th September 1874 I extracted a perfect egg 
from a female that I had shot. This seems a late date for 
the bird to be breeding; but I observe (Hume’s ‘ Nests and 
Eggs of Indian Birds,’ p. 587) that Mr. Layard has known 
an egg taken from a Painted Snipe in November in Ceylon. 


586. GRUS ANTIGONE. 

(Burmese, “ Gyo-gya-gyee.”’) 

The Sarus Crane is tolerably common in the valley of the 
Sittang. Mr. Hume does not include it in his paper on the 
birds of Upper Pegu (S. F. ii), nor in his lists of the 
Tenasserim birds in ‘ Stray Feathers.’ 

It breeds near Tonghoo; but I have never myself found 
its nest, but have had the eggs brought to me by the Burmese. 
They described the nest as a pile of weeds and mud, situated 
generally in the middle of a swamp. 

On the 29th September 1876 a Burman brought me an 
egg and a newly hatched Sarus chicken. He had taken the 
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eggs and placed them in the nest of a species of Ploceus for 
safety ; but one of the eggs hatched in transit. I gave the little 
bird into the charge of a common Hen, little thinking that she 
would adopt it. She took the greatest care of it, and showed 
great wrath if anybody attempted to touch it. On the morn- 
ing of the eleventh day, however, the little creature died. 
When just out of the shell it devoured worms greedily. 

The young bird when four days old had the upper surface 
of the body intense dark chestnut and the lower parts whitish 
brown. Legs livid; bill fleshy yellow, whitish at tip. 

In the adult specimens the irides are reddish orange; bill 
and coronal skin greenish glaucous; skin of the face and 
neck pale brick-red ; legs fleshy pink, brownish in front. 


594. CICONIA EPISCOPUS. 
Tonghoo. 


596. LEPTOPTILUS ARGALA. 

The Adjutant is extremely abundant in certain parts during 
the dry season. 

In January 1874 I found these birds very abundant on the 
Pegu plain, which is intersected in all directions by creeks, 
in which fishing is carried on on a large scale by the Burmese. 
The fish are caught in weirs made of bamboo; and to these 
weirs the Adjutants resort in large numbers in company with 
crowds of other birds, the whole presenting a most wonderful 
spectacle. I trust I may be excused for taking the following 
extract from my note-book, descriptive of one of these fishing- 
places :—- 

“ Seena aurantia and Sternula javanica are hovering about 
in clouds and darting into the water, which is teeming with 
fish, the Pariah and Brahminy Kites look down approvingly 
from the top of every available stake, whilst little Alcedo 
bengalensis sits quietly by himself, ever and anon making a 
dart at some luckless fish. The water itself is covered with 
Pelicans and Cormorants. The shore is white with Egrets ; 
but here and there an old Cormorant may be seen sitting 
among them, with outspread wings, drying himself in the sun; 
and, last but not least, the huge Adjutants stalk aboutmajes- 
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tically on the banks among the fishermen’s houses hard by, 
or stand motionless on the water’s edge, whilst others are 
circling and wheeling about overhead in large flocks mingled 
with innumerable Pelicans.” 

At the end of October and the beginning of November 
Adjutants pass over Tonghoo, flying southwards in incredible 
numbers. Whence they conie I cannot say; but their desti- 
nation we know, from what has been said above,to be the creeks 
which cut up the greater part of the Pegu, Rangoon, and other 
districts bordering on the sea, where they spend the dry 
months of the year. 

The approach of one of these migrating armies is announced 
nearly a quarter of an hour before it arrives by the loud 
noise which the birds make with their wings. Their flight 1s 
very slow; and the usual order is single file, or at the most 
four abreast. I have known one of these flocks to occupy 
more than twenty minutes in passing over my house. Fre- 
quently in the course of a flight the leading birds, or sections 
of birds, may be seen to wheel to the right or left and com- 
mence flying round and round. Each bird as it arrives at 
the wheeling-point does the same, until the whole flock is one 
revolving mass; and shortly afterwards it begms to unwind 
itself, and the order of flight is resumed as regularly as before. 


616. GALLICREX CINEREUS. 
A common bird, which breeds in the Tonghoo district in 
August and September, when I have found its nest. 


621. HYPOTANIDIA STRIATA. ” 

The Blue-breasted Rail breeds at Tonghoo in August and 
September. I took a nest on the 20th September 1874 con- 
taining five eggs of a dull cream-colour, speckled and blotched 
with reddish brown and purplish stone-colour, particularly 
towards the larger end. The bird is common at Rangoon 
and Tonghoo. Jerdon’s description (vol. ui. p. 726) of the 
soft parts does not tally with mine. He says, “ Bill yellowish 
green, irides red, legs dull green ;” but all the Blue-breasted 
Rails that I have examined in Burma have had the bill 
bright plum-colour, the irides red-brown, and the legs dirty. 


472 Notes on some Burmese Birds. 


buff. I observe that I have recorded my specimens shot in 
the Andamans as having the bill purplish lake, irides red, 
and legs dull pinkish buff. 


+626, FULICA ATRA. 
Occurs at Tonghoo. 


629. XEMA BRUNNEICEPHALA. 
Rarely found so high up the Sittang as Tonghoo. I only 
once obtained a specimen, in October. 


635. SEENA AURANTIA. 

636. STERNA JAVANICA. 

Both these species breed in large numbers on the sand- 
banks of the Sittang in March, April, and May. 

637. STERNULA MINUTA. 

Breeds on the sandbanks of the Sittang. 

639. RHYNCHOPS ALBICOLLIS. 

The eggs, which are generally deposited on a sandbank, 
are very much like those of Seena aurantia ; and therefore the 
most careful identification of the bird to which eggs found on 
the sand belong is necessary. 

I have found the remains of fish-bones, mixed with a con- 
siderable amount of grit and sand, in the stomach of one of 
these birds. 

646. SARCIDIORNIS MELANONOTA. 

The Comb-Duck breeds in the Tonghoo district in July 
and August. Burmese have assured me that they breed on 
trees in colonies; but I cannot vouch for the truth of this 
statement, as I have never myself seen the nest*. 

On the 2lst September a native brought me three live 
ducklings which he had caught in a swamp. He stated that 
the nest in which the young birds were hatched out was 
situated on a low bush in the swamp. i 

647. DENDROCYGNA ARCUATA. 

(Burmese, “ Tsé-sé-lé.’’) 

This is the common Whistling Teal of the Tonghoo side 
of the Yomas, D. major being rare. On the Thyetmyo side 


* | Cf. A. Anderson, Ibis, 1874, p. 220, where the nesting-habits of this 
species are fully described.—Epp. | 
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it would appear that the latter was the common bird ; for Mr. 
A. O. Hume does not include D. arcuata at all in his “ Birds 
of Upper Pegu” (S. F. iii. p. 198). 

I have taken the eggs in August and September. One 
sitting, much incubated, which I found on the 14th Sep- 
tember, was very much stained; but all the fresh eggs that I 
have seen were pure white. 

The Whistling Teal often pretends to be unable to fly 
when disturbed from her nest. I once saw an Eagle swoop 
at a female Whistler as she was fluttering along the ground 
in front of me. 

For some general remarks on the district of Karen-nee my 
previous paper (Ibis, 1875, p. 848) may be referred to. 


XLI.—On a new Bird from Formosa. 
By R. Swingog, F.R.S. &c. 


(Plate XIV.) 


Dr. STEERE, whose ornithological discoveries in the Philip- 
pines have lately attracted so much attention, also visited 
Formosa during his travels in the east. The portion of the 
island traversed by him lay towards the southern extremity, 
where he penetrated into the mountains of the interior, not 
visited by me. Amongst several interesting species ob- 
tained by him and submitted to me, such as Suthora bulo- 
machus, Sibia auricularis, Garrulax taivanus, &c., was a Lio- 
thriz-like bird, which is quite new to me. Wishing for 
further information, I waited until I had an opportunity of 
showing the specimen to Lord Tweeddale. It was new also 
to him; and he writes, “It is another evidence of the close 
connexion that must have existed formerly between Formosa 
and the Himalayan chain.” I will therefore bring forward 
this species under the generic name.’ 


L10CICHLA, gen. nov. 


In general characters a Liothriv, but with the stronger 
legs and shorter wings of a Garrulax, and somewhat allied 
to Sibia. 
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POMATORHINUS OCHRACEICEPS. 


